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Parliamentary Briefing Note 

Proposal for a National Black and Mixed-Black Safeguarding Framework 

Submitted for Parliamentary Consideration 

 

Purpose 

This briefing accompanies the attached proposal entitled "Proposal for a National 
Black and Mixed-Black Safeguarding Framework." 

The proposal invites Parliament to consider whether existing policing and criminal 
justice safeguards should be strengthened through the introduction of written, 
measurable and independently auditable operational safeguarding standards for Black 
and Mixed-Black people. 

It does not propose different legal rights or preferential treatment. Instead, it asks 
whether equal protection under the law can be strengthened through improved 
operational safeguards where credible evidence identifies persistent racial disparities. 

 

The Central Question 

The proposal asks one principal question: 

If credible evidence demonstrates that Black and Mixed-Black people experience 
disproportionate exposure to identifiable policing risks, should Parliament 
consider introducing written, measurable and independently auditable operational 
safeguards designed to reduce those risks while maintaining equal protection 
under the law for everyone? 

The proposal does not presume the answer. It invites Parliament to examine the 
available evidence before reaching its own conclusions. 

 

Why This Proposal Has Been Prepared 

For many years, Governments, Parliament, independent inquiries, inspectorates, 
oversight bodies and researchers have examined racial disparities within policing and 
the criminal justice system. 

This proposal adopts a preventative safeguarding approach. 

Rather than asking whether discrimination can be proved after an incident has 
occurred, it asks whether practical safeguards can be introduced beforehand to reduce 
foreseeable operational risks. 
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The proposal therefore applies principles already used throughout other areas of public 
administration, including healthcare, aviation, rail transport, workplace safety and child 
protection. 

 

What the Proposal Recommends 

The proposal recommends that Parliament consider: 

• commissioning an independent review of existing safeguards; 

• developing a National Black and Mixed-Black Safeguarding Framework; 

• introducing written and measurable operational safeguarding standards; 

• strengthening evidence preservation procedures; 

• improving supervisory review of significant police incidents; 

• improving transparency and accountability; 

• introducing nationally consistent safeguarding reporting; 

• strengthening independent oversight and audit; 

• improving data collection and public reporting; 

• implementing any framework through consultation, pilot programmes and 
independent evaluation before any national rollout. 

 

What the Proposal Does Not Seek 

The proposal does not seek: 

• different legal rights; 

• preferential treatment; 

• separate criminal laws; 

• reduced accountability; 

• immunity from lawful policing; 

• assumptions that every disparity results from discrimination; 

• assumptions that every police force is institutionally racist. 

Instead, it seeks evidence-based consideration of whether operational safeguarding 
can be improved. 
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Why Parliamentary Consideration Is Requested 

The proposal concludes that the question of whether additional operational safeguards 
are required is ultimately a matter for Parliament. 

Parliament is invited to determine: 

• whether existing safeguards are sufficient; 

• whether current safeguards are adequately documented and measurable; 

• whether they can be independently verified; 

• whether additional operational safeguards should be considered following 
consultation and evidence. 

 

Requested Assistance 

I respectfully ask that you: 

1. Read the attached proposal. 

2. Consider whether the proposal merits Parliamentary discussion. 

3. Advise whether you would support an independent review of current 
safeguarding arrangements. 

4. Consider raising the matter with the Home Secretary and the Minister for 
Policing. 

5. Consider submitting Written Parliamentary Questions regarding existing 
operational safeguards for Black and Mixed-Black people. 

6. Consider whether the proposal should be referred to the relevant Parliamentary 
Committee for examination. 

7. Inform me whether you would be willing to discuss the proposal further. 

 

Attached Document 

Proposal for a National Black and Mixed-Black Safeguarding Framework 

A comprehensive policy proposal setting out the evidence, legal framework, operational 
safeguards, governance arrangements, implementation strategy and recommendations 
for Parliamentary consideration. 
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Derrick Lynch  

Also known as John Canoe 
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