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COMMUNITY INQUIRY REPORT 

REQUEST FOR EXPLANATION, STEWARDSHIP CLARIFICATION, AND GOVERNANCE 
TRANSPARENCY 

CONCERNING THE BERNIE GRANT ARTS CENTRE AND THE CONDITION OF THE 
BERNIE GRANT STATUE/BUST 

 

Prepared By 

John Canoe 
(also known as Derrick Lynch) 

23 Jersey House 
2 Eastfield Road 
Enfield 
EN3 5UY 
United Kingdom 

Email: thereparationnation@gmail.com 
Telephone: +44 7874 338 512 

Date: 20 May 2026 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

This report is prepared in the public interest and in the interests of transparency, 
cultural stewardship, community confidence, and accurate clarification of facts. 

For the avoidance of doubt, this report makes: 

1. no accusations; 

2. no allegations; 

3. no assumptions; and 

4. no assertions of wrongdoing. 

The purpose of this report is to document observations, chronology, evidential 
materials, and community concerns, and to request clarification and explanation from 
the relevant responsible parties. 

This report should be read carefully and in full. 

 

mailto:thereparationnation@gmail.com
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SECTION 1 — PURPOSE OF THIS COMMUNITY INQUIRY 

This inquiry concerns: 

• the apparent condition and stewardship of the Bernie Grant statue/bust located 
within the Bernie Grant Arts Centre; 

• wider questions regarding maintenance, presentation, cultural stewardship, and 
institutional vitality; 

• governance transparency; 

• and the continuing role and condition of a major Black cultural institution 
associated with the legacy of Bernie Grant. 

The inquiry arises because visible concerns were expressed during a visit to the Bernie 
Grant Arts Centre on 20 May 2026, including concern expressed by George Nomen after 
observing the apparent condition of the statue/bust. 

The matter has also generated wider discussion following publication of video footage 
and related materials on social media platforms. 

The intention of this report is not to inflame controversy, but rather to seek clarification, 
explanation, transparency, and constructive engagement. 

 

SECTION 2 — BACKGROUND AND LONG-TERM ENGAGEMENT 

I, John Canoe, have attended the Bernie Grant Arts Centre over many years. 

Historically, I attended the venue during periods when the café was active and serving 
hot food. I personally ate there many times with friends and experienced the Centre as 
an active community and cultural environment. 

I do not presently possess documentary evidence proving the historic operational level 
or comparative activity of the café during those earlier years. Accordingly, those 
recollections are presented only as personal memories and contextual background, not 
as evidential proof. 

In addition to being a visitor, I also previously engaged constructively with the Centre 
regarding community-oriented proposals. 

On 18 December 2025, a formal written proposal was sent to the Bernie Grant Arts 
Centre proposing a pilot “Black Justice Engine Surgery” programme connected with 
community triage, peer learning, and reparatory justice support frameworks. 
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That proposal document demonstrates prior constructive engagement, governance 
awareness, safeguarding considerations, and interest in the long-term wellbeing and 
relevance of the institution. 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — DECEMBER 2025 PROPOSAL DOCUMENT] 

 

SECTION 3 — CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS 

15 May 2026 

Attendance at the Bernie Grant Arts Centre evidenced by receipts. 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — RECEIPTS] 

 

16 May 2026 

Further attendance at the Bernie Grant Arts Centre evidenced by receipts. 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — RECEIPTS] 

 

18 May 2026 

Further attendance at the Bernie Grant Arts Centre evidenced by receipts. 

During this period, I asked a receptionist whether certain posters/materials could be 
displayed. 

The receptionist appeared to permit this, and the materials were subsequently 
displayed within the venue. 

Photographs exist evidencing the displayed materials. 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — POSTER PHOTOGRAPHS] 

 

20 May 2026 

I attended the Bernie Grant Arts Centre together with George Nomen. 

During the visit, George Nomen expressed concern regarding the apparent visible 
condition of the Bernie Grant statue/bust located within the Centre. 

Video footage exists showing Mr Nomen discussing the apparent condition of the 
statue/bust and what appeared to him to be visible dust, dirt, or insufficient 
maintenance. 
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The footage also appears to show visible residue/dust transfer after physical contact 
with the statue/bust surface. 

The footage was subsequently published online. 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — VIDEO STILLS] 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — VIDEO LINKS] 

 

SECTION 4 — SOCIAL MEDIA AND PUBLICATION EVIDENCE 

Social media evidence exists showing: 

• publication of video material connected with the Bernie Grant Arts Centre; 

• publication of footage relating to the statue/bust; 

• publication of community and planning materials; 

• and public engagement metrics associated with those uploads. 

Screenshots also exist evidencing: 

• upload dates; 

• public visibility; 

• hashtags; 

• view counts; 

• and engagement statistics at the time of capture. 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — SOCIAL MEDIA SCREENSHOTS] 

[INSERT EXHIBIT — YOUTUBE SCREENSHOTS] 

 

SECTION 5 — OBSERVATIONS 

The following observations are recorded carefully and conservatively. 

During the visit on 20 May 2026: 

• concern was expressed regarding the visible presentation and apparent 
condition of the Bernie Grant statue/bust; 

• questions arose regarding maintenance and stewardship; 

• the café area appeared relatively quiet compared with my personal recollections 
of earlier years; 
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• and broader questions arose regarding institutional vitality, presentation 
standards, and cultural stewardship. 

Again, for the avoidance of doubt, these are observations and concerns requiring 
clarification. 

This report does not assert: 

• intentional neglect; 

• misconduct; 

• abandonment; 

• financial impropriety; 

• or institutional wrongdoing. 

 

SECTION 6 — CULTURAL AND COMMUNITY SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bernie Grant Arts Centre presents itself publicly as: 

• a Black-led cultural institution; 

• a major community venue; 

• and an institution associated with the legacy of Bernie Grant. 

Because of that public role, questions concerning stewardship, maintenance, 
presentation, governance, and institutional vitality naturally become matters of public 
and community interest. 

The Bernie Grant statue/bust is not perceived merely as decorative property. 

It appears connected to: 

• historical memory; 

• Black political history; 

• Tottenham community identity; 

• and the continuing symbolic legacy associated with Bernie Grant. 

 

SECTION 7 — GOVERNANCE AND STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS 

This inquiry therefore respectfully requests clarification regarding the following matters: 
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1. Who is legally and operationally responsible for the care and maintenance of the 
Bernie Grant statue/bust? 

2. Is there a formal maintenance, inspection, or conservation policy relating to the 
statue/bust? 

3. When was the statue/bust last formally cleaned or inspected? 

4. Who is responsible for presentation standards within the Centre? 

5. What is the present operational status of the café? 

6. Has the café operation changed compared with previous years? 

7. What is the relationship between: 

o the Bernie Grant Arts Centre, 

o the Bernie Grant Centre Partnership, 

o the Bernie Grant Trust, 

o and any other connected governance or stewardship bodies? 

8. Who currently holds ultimate responsibility for strategic governance and 
stewardship decisions? 

9. Are there future plans concerning: 

o restoration, 

o revitalisation, 

o expansion, 

o redevelopment, 

o conservation, 

o or institutional restructuring? 

10. What mechanisms presently exist for community accountability and public 
feedback? 

 

SECTION 8 — COMMUNITY INTEREST 

This inquiry is made because: 

• members of the community have expressed concern; 
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• the matters documented have become publicly visible through social media 
publication; 

• and the Bernie Grant Arts Centre occupies an important symbolic and cultural 
position within Tottenham and the wider Black community. 

The intention of this report is to encourage: 

• transparency; 

• explanation; 

• clarification; 

• constructive engagement; 

• and preservation of public confidence. 

 

SECTION 9 — REQUEST FOR RESPONSE 

A full written response is respectfully requested. 

Please provide clarification regarding the matters raised in this report within 14 days. 

Written communication is preferred in order to maintain a complete and accurate 
evidential record. 

 

SECTION 10 — EXHIBITS 

Exhibit A 

Receipts evidencing repeated attendance at the Bernie Grant Arts Centre. 

Exhibit B 

December 2025 Black Justice Engine proposal documents. 

Exhibit C 

Photographs of displayed community/planning materials. 

Exhibit D 

Photographs and stills relating to the Bernie Grant statue/bust. 

Exhibit E 

Video footage and associated stills. 

Exhibit F 
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Social media screenshots and publication evidence. 

Exhibit G 

YouTube publication and engagement screenshots. 

 

SIGNED 

John Canoe  
(also known as Derrick Lynch) 

20 May 2026 
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Exhibit A 

Receipts evidencing repeated attendance at the Bernie Grant Arts Centre. 

 

  



Wednesday, 20 May 2026  20/05/2026 21:55:00 

10 | P a g e  
 

 

  



Wednesday, 20 May 2026  20/05/2026 21:55:00 

11 | P a g e  
 

 

  



Wednesday, 20 May 2026  20/05/2026 21:55:00 

12 | P a g e  
 

 

  



Wednesday, 20 May 2026  20/05/2026 21:55:00 

13 | P a g e  
 

 

  



Wednesday, 20 May 2026  20/05/2026 21:55:00 

14 | P a g e  
 

 

  



Wednesday, 20 May 2026  20/05/2026 21:55:00 

15 | P a g e  
 

Exhibit B 

December 2025 Black Justice Engine proposal documents. 
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Exhibit C 

Photographs of displayed community/planning materials. 
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Exhibit D 

Photographs and stills relating to the Bernie Grant statue/bust. 
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Exhibit E 

Video footage and associated stills. 
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Exhibit G 

YouTube publication and engagement screenshots. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Lmt9UWKInVI 

https://ic3csi.com/black-justice-v2/identity-cluster.html 

https://youtube.com/shorts/NskBDaB_7DQ 

https://youtube.com/shorts/s0ZLVJ_9qOI 

https://youtube.com/shorts/up6ecQGsN64 

 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Lmt9UWKInVI
https://ic3csi.com/black-justice-v2/identity-cluster.html
https://youtube.com/shorts/NskBDaB_7DQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/s0ZLVJ_9qOI
https://youtube.com/shorts/up6ecQGsN64

